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ABSTRACTS OF MAIN ESSAYS

Important Contributions of Pan Zinian to

the Sinicization and Modernization of Marxist Philosophy
Feng Yanli

Pan Zinian was the first director of the Institute of Philosophy, the inaugural editor-
in-chief of Philosophical Research, and one of the first academicians of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. As a renowned Marxist philosopher and logician, Pan made
significant theoretical advancements in dialectical materialism and historical materialism,
contributing profound intellectual insights to the sinicization and modernization of Marxist
philosophy. In practice, he edited major Party newspapers and journals, led and
organized philosophical researches. Before the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China, he safeguarded the theoretical front for the sinicization of Marxist philosophy; after
its establishment, he laid the fundamental framework (* main framework ”) for
philosophical researches, promoting the sinicization and modernization of Marxist
philosophy. By integrating theory with practice, Pan enriched the Chinese expressions of
Marxist philosophy, leaving a distinctive historical imprint on its innovative development.
His work provides invaluable intellectual treasures and practical experience for the ongoing
sinicization, modernization, as well as popularization of Marxist philosophy in

contemporary China.

The Profound Implications of Historical Materialism

in Marx’s “Nachdenken” Method
Xi Ge

Marx’s “ Nachdenken” approach embodies the historical dimension of his critique on
political economy, achieving a scientific unity between the study of processes of historical
development and the study of structures of real production modes. It is of crucial
significance for understanding the ever deepening progression of historical materialism in
Marx’s critique on political economy, but at the same time faces a series of theoretical

difficulties that urgently call for clarification. The “ Nachdenken” method contains a
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historical perspective of bidirectional openness that is based on the present to look back on
the past and foresee the future. This historical perspective of bidirectional openness
fundamentally determines that Marx’s “ Nachdenken” method cannot be a historical
teleology in the Hegelian sense. Unlike Hegelian “ Nachdenken,” Marx emphasizes a
consciously-limited perspective: historical scientists know the various objective conditions
by which they are constrained when looking back on the past based on contemporary
reality, and do not believe that they can achieve transparent cognition or complete
understanding of the process, truth and purpose of history. The “Nachdenken” method is
based on the self-criticizing process of bourgeois society, grasping the specific continuity
and historical unity of different social forms on the basis of an understanding of both their

differences and developmental stages.

“ Chinese-Language Philosophy” : An Unnecessary Expression?
Li He

This article does not support the establishment of a notion of “ Chinese-language
philosophy” which is distinct from “ Chinese philosophy,” especially from “ modern
Chinese philosophy. ” This is because all the positive connotations that scholars ascribe to
Chinese-language philosophy can be consistently applied to Chinese philosophy without
contradiction. Likewise, the challenges faced by Chinese philosophy in the modern era are
also unavoidable for Chinese-language philosophy. Advocates of Chinese-language
philosophy often discuss in abstract terms the relationship between “ philosophy” and the
“linguistic life-world,” yet they overlook the historical reality that the modern Chinese
life-world has undergone a transformation—from a confrontation between the self and the
other to an initial integration—under the impact of Sino-Western intellectual encounters.
As a result, their arguments for philosophical subjectivity risk falling into a self-referential
dilemma. To establish the subjectivity of Chinese philosophy, it is necessary to break out
of the “translated world” that has developed over the past century and to advance the

practice of idea- and text-exchange with the world at large.

Returning to a Unified Form from the Split of Taoism

The Deep Connotations of the “Tian Xia” Chapter in the Zhuangzi
Yang Guorong

Focusing on the broad notion of community, the “Tian Xia” Chapter of the Zhuangzi



