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meaning of “humanity,” the integration of traditional Chinese educational culture
into the modernization process should inspire a more transcendent and vital form
of educational practice. This practice should not only uphold the consciousness of
individual freedom and development but also sustain the millennia-old humanistic
spirit of honoring teachers and valuing education. Ultimately, this will contribute to
the fundamental shaping of the “great person” of the new era.

[Keywords] traditional Chinese educational culture; Chinese civilization;

historical practice; modernization

The Practical Orientation and Value Pursuit of Public Interpretation

Duan Jifang

[ Abstract ] Literary interpretation is a public activity whose communal nature
emerges from the consensus-based understanding of textual meaning. Consensus
reveals both a source and a condition for public interpretation, yet it is not
immutable; from a hermeneutic perspective, it represents a mode of truth inherent
in textual meaning. Interpretation thus entails both breakthroughs and explorations
grounded in this truth. The public dimension of interpretation is a transformation
of human rational capacity. Public interpretation opens up a space for shared
understanding in human thought, enabling literary texts to achieve value consensus,
classics to gain respect, cultural values to be reconstructed, and interpretive
communities to be established. Cross-cultural interpretation thus becomes possible.
However, the formation of public interpretation is complex, often involving dynamic
processes of textual derivation and interpretive negotiation. Public interpretation
requires moving beyond the “subject-object” dualism in interpretation, guarding
against the ossification of consensus, and avoiding postmodernist dissolution
of shared understanding. The key theoretical and practical challenge for public
interpretation lies in maintaining the dialectical tension within interpretive
communities while preserving distinctiveness and sustaining individuality amid
consensus.

[ Keywords ] literary interpretation; public interpretation; rationality; interpretive ethics
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