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Keys to some puzzles on the capitals of the Western Zhou Dynasty
Zhou Hongwei
(Institute for Historical Environment and Socio — Economic Development
in Northwest China , Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an, Shaanxi, 710062)

Abstract: There are a lot of controversies about the capital of the Western Zhou Dynasty. With
the multiple points of view of history, environment and language, these problems can better be over-
come. There were five cities, namely Zhou, Zongzhou, Chengzhou, Haojing, Zheng, which were
consistent with the standard of capital during the Western Zhou period. Zhou or Qizhou( ), acap-
ital of the Western Zhou Dynasty, and the most stable ritual, political and military center, had the
largest, most varieties’ ritual, political and military facilities. Zongzhou or Feng( ) which located at
Qindu Town( ), Huxian( )of Shaanxi , was a important political, religious and military
center, with political auxiliary capital. Chengzhou or Luo( )which had strong political, religious and
military functions, was a base of ruling the Eastern region, of the nature of political auxiliary capital.
Haojing or Pangjing(#& ), located by Piyong( ) lake, with residing, eating, entertainment, edu-
cation and political, sacrificial functions, was belonging to the auxiliary capital of leisure for the early
Zhou. Zheng (West Zheng) or Huaili( ), a new capital established by Zhou Mu— wang( ) s
was of important facilities of residing, fishing— hunting and enjoying and some political, religious,
military functions, belonging to the auxiliary capital of leisure during the mid and late Western Zhou
period, located at the Quangiu Ruin( ) in southeast Xingping ( ), Shaanxi. The so—
called" Jing Shi" ( ), which was equal to" Zhou Shi" ( ,the army of Zhou Dynasty), " Wang
Shi" ( ,the army of Zhou Kings), was not equal to capital. These new understandings can explain
many mysteries, contradiction, ambiguities and errors for the capitals of the Western Zhou Dynasty,
will be of important significance for advancing the historical research and capital archaeology of the
Western Zhou period and constructing the Kunming Pool Ruins Park.

Key words: Western Zhou Dynasty., Haojing( ) s Zongzhou( ), Zhou( ), Chengzhou(



