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ABSTRACT: Yongcheng , one of the Qin capitals, was used for the longest time during the migration period of
“relocation the capitals night times”. This capital is also a hallmark witnessing the pinnacle to success that the Qin state
achieved gradually. Archaeological works that have been conducted here after the 1980’s illustrate various functions of
the capital. It not only embodies the common principles that early walled-towns have to follow to adopt to the natural
environment but also shows the characteristic of prioritizing defensive facilities to fight against the austere external envi-
ronment. The entire Yongcheng site comprises of the walled-town, mausoleums of Qin Marquises, guoren (towns-
people) cemeteries, and yeren (country people) settlements. The general layout and the distribution pattern of each sec-

tion did offer lessons upon which the construction of capitals drew substantially in later period.
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