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Buddhist temple architecture in Chang an city

JIE Yong-giang
( School of History and Civilization Shaanxi Normal University Xi‘an 710062 Shaanxi China)

Abstract: Chinese Buddhism was prosper in Tang dynasty. During this period Chinese Buddhist
temple construction flourished. Many Buddhist temples some of large scale were constructed in capital
city of Tang dynasty which scattered mainly around the west and east of Chang’an and the southeast and
northeast corner of the city but more in west and south and fewer in east and north. The main temple of
Buddhist without pagoda in Chang’an city began at the early years in Gaozong period. By the late period
of Gaozong the new layout of the pagoda in other smaller temples became popular. Buddhist temple with
the Buddha hall as the center consisted of two basic types single temple and multi4temple. Chang’an
Buddhist temple whether simple temple or multitemple was constructed with Buddha hall as the cen—
ter with pagoda being beside or behind the temple or in other temples even without pagoda which was
the prominent feature of Chang’an Buddhist temple construction. Chang’an innovative Buddhist temple
architecture with Buddha hall as the center is a major turning point in Chinese Buddhist temple archi-
tecture and has profound and lasting influence.

Key words: capital city of Tang dynasty; Changan city; Buddhism; temple architecture; Buddha
hall; pagoda



