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ThePrincipalldeaofthe Design of Su-TangChang’ an City: A City of Turtle Top Representing the Blessing of Imperial Power
Yang Hongxun

Abstract: There have been few discussions about the designing idea of the Daxing City of the Sui Dynasty -
predecessor of the Chang’ an City of the Tang Dynasty. In fact, the Daxing City, designed by Yuwen Kai, not only
represents the numbers of Nine and Five, a symbolic manifestation of the emperor’ s extreme sovereign, but also
entails some equilateral triangles, which represent the acquisition of power - dingding (placing a weighty vessel
with three legs) . Meanwhile, a stone turtle is buried outside the south end of the central axis of the city. The stone
turtle. combined with dingding, show the everlasting blessing of imperial power.

Keywords: Daxing, Yuwen Kai, Equilateral Triangle, Turtle Top. Blessing of Imperial Power
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