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The Historiographical Meaning of the Wording “Annual”
in Western Zhou Bronze Inscriptions
WANG Hui
(School of Historical Culture,Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, China)

Abstract; According to the unearthed written documents as well as the statement in Mencius that “The Spring and Au-
tumn Annals arises after the decline of the population of The Book of Songs”,there had had no such historic records in the
annalistic style as that embodied in The Spring and Autumn Annals before the Spring and Autumn Period (770 —476 B.
C. ), but the two key factors of historical records in annalistic style,namely, the date of day,month,and year and the chronicle
of national events,had already appeared then. This phenomenon suggests that people had had the historical consciousness to
select some big event as the representative of the relevant year during the due period,a symbol of maturity of the annalistic
recording even though there was no presence of historical records. Therefore,to pay attention to the temporal factor of histor-
ic event in Chinese history is unique in the world.

Key words: The Spring and Autumn Annals ; bronze inscription in the Western Zhou Dynasty; historical records in annal-

istic style;annual recording of big event




