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A Study on the Ancient Ethical Relationship Between Spouses in Dunhuang Documents
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Abstract:The ethical relationship between husband and wife is al the time the foundation of family ethics.
In the retained Dunhuang documents, there are many a document that reflect the ancient people’s marriage
and family in Dunhuang, which show the various ethical relationships between couples in the three different
stages of “forming marital ties”,“suffering from illness” as well as “aftermath of decease”.It follows that the
ethical relationship between spounses in ancient Dunhuang was based on the traditional Chinese family
ethics and meanwhile influenced by Buddist ethics, which looms large the couples’ ethic relationship of
“sticking together in life and death” and “sharing weal and woe” as well as Buddhism’s ethic quintessence

of “awakenedness and enlightening”.
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